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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story high school building consists of a central, eight bay deep,
gabled element, flanked by a pair of shed-roofed, two bay wide wings. The
symmetrical bascilican elevation is treated with Norman brick decorative
detail. First floor openings have been filled with concrete.

The structure rests on a brick base, articulated by the pedestals which
support the two brick pilasters which rises from the ends of the central
element. Two rectangular basement windows are aymmetricaﬂrset in the cen-
ter of the base.

Above rises the gabled portion of the structure, symmetrically designed about
a central, minor order of two brick pilasters, set one atop the other. Their
Jjuncture is marked by a brick belt course. First and second floor windows are
round arched with stone sills, ‘s molded brick surrounds. Windows are double
hung with 6/6 lights; the top sash is round arched. A corbel table runs above
each second floor window from the central pilaster out to the minor pilasters -
which flank the major pilasters. The major pilasters rise to support the
pedimental end of the gable. A row of corbelling runs between the tops of

the major pilasters, and a strong row of corbelling runs beneath the gable

end of the pediment. A round arched opening fitted with wooden ventilating
louvers fills the center of the pediment, with top set in the corbel table.

The flanking bays are framed in brick pilasters which rise in the planecof the
base. Window openings are segmental arched with stone sills and are filled
with double hung windows with L/L lights. The top sash is segmental arched.
A corbel table runs between the tops of the pilasters above the second floor
windows. Brick cornices above are flatly detailed with mousetoothing, brick
brackets, and a lower string of molded brick.

The southern side of the building is regularly fenestrated with double hung
windows with 6/6 lights. Openings have brick sills and flat splayed brick
lintels. A stairway covered with corrugated metal leads from an entrance at
the third bay back at the first floor level. Above, a stairway supported on
metal bracing and covered with corrugated metal leads to the rear of the
building. Above a brick cornice, square chimneys rise 2% bays in from either
end. Another chimney rises from the face of the southeastern corner of the
building.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1867 BUILDER/ARCHITECT J,J, Husband

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the decade of sweeping educational reform immediately following the Civil
War in Baltimore, the City undertook its first real efforts to provide equal
education for its citizens. A systematic program of curricula and building

was begun, which led to the replacementwinadequate facilities on an unpreie-

dented scale.

In 1867, Baltimore initiated the first program for the free education of black
children in the state. In the same year, prototypical models for grammgr and
primary schools were developed for the City by J.J. Husband, of the firm Avery

and Husband.

P.S. #126 was the first grammar school to be built under the new plans. Begun
in 1867, dozens of schools throughout Baltimore, (6f which a few remain) were
modelled after P.S. #126. Tts main feature was an open interior which anti-
cipated the open schools of today by 100 years (see Sharp-leadenhall History).

{ SEE WLUSTRATION ﬁu}-)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Bill Pencek, Planning Assistant .
ORGANIZATION DATE
Commission for Hist. & Arch. Pres. 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEFHONE
100 N. Holliday Street 396-L4866
CITY OR TOWN STATE
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Grammar School #4
823 Sharp Street
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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